The occurrence of groundwater in
South East Queensiand

This Water Facts gives a general overview of the
availability of groundwater in an area between
Brisbane and the Gold Coast, covered by the
geological map Beenleigh 1: 100 000.

The attached map covers areas within the Shires of
Hedland and Beaudesert and the Cities of Brisbane,
Gold Coast and Logan. It does not cover these
Local Councils in their entirety.

The information in this Water Facts should be read
in conjunction with the map and will halp you to
make better decisions when considering drilling for
groundwater supplies.

The geology of the area is depicted by formation
name as shown on the map. The formation names
are used to group rocks of similar associations and
ages e.g. Neranleigh - Fernvale Beds.

Should you require more detailed information on the
local geology, the Geology Map - Beenleigh

1:100 000 series, can be purchased from the
Departmeant of Mines and Energy through any of
their outlets,
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Geology and groundwater

The major source of groundwater is rainfall. A
portion of rainfall finds its way beneath the ground
surface and is stored in the pores, spaces and
cracks between the particles of soil, sand, gravel
and rock materials.

The zones where this water is stored are called
aquiters and these occur at various depths below
ground level. The diagram below shows a
generalised view of various geological formations
and where aquifers can occur.

The yield and water quality available from an aguifer
depends on a number of factors, such as rock type,
topography and rainfall. Data collected from bores
and test drilling indicates that most geoclogical
formations have distinct groundwater characteristics.
These are summarised in the table overleaf.
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